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FAR EASTERN CONFERENCE 


The Far Eastern Joint Office is holding a Conference on the Far East in Riverside Church, 
New York City, May 6-8, The occasion of the Conference is the return of Rev. Wallace C, 
Merwin, associate secretary of FEJO, from a5 1/2 months secretarial trip to the ten countries 
which this committee serves, His report will be given the mo-ning of May 6, The dinner 
meeting in the evening will feature an address by President Van Dusen of Union Theological 
Seminary on Theological Education in East Asia, The 7th and the morning of the 8th will be 
given to area committee meetings, On the afternoon of the 8th a plenary session will pass 
on the report of the Findings Committee. The committee in charge of this Conference is 
T. T. Brumbaugh, chairman, Hazel F, Shank, Helen M, Shirk, Frank T, Cartwright, John C. 
Smith, and Donald F, West, Attendance at the Conference is limited to Mission Board secre- 
taries and to those missionaries and nationals invited by them, 


GERARD FILION’S REPORTS 


Mention was made in the last issue of Gerard Filion's report on the Peking Peace Con- 
gress, We now have at hand a complete set of the twenty articles which he wrote about his 
trip for the Toronto Telegram. He seems to have been one of the very few representatives 
present who kept a critical mind throughout the sessions, The first eight articles describe his 
experiences in Czechoslovakia, Russia and Siberia, and the last twelve are about China and the 
Peace Congress, 


In sizing up the various delegations he found that they were all pretty thoroughly com- 
mitted to the Communist point of view, although he notes that the India, Pakistan and Ceylon 
delegations were exceptions; these were more representative of their country, and had a semi- 
official status, He occasionally asked delegates if they would be interested in a peace con- 
ference in Washington, to be attended by non-Communist delegates from Russia, China, etc., 
and they would look at him with amazement as if to say, ‘‘Is the fellow mad?"’ 


He was quite impressed with the publicity and propaganda techniques, the large 
number of pictures taken, the skilful playing upon the emotions, and the careful planning of 
all propaganda details, But the theatrically staged applause has left him with an *‘unpleasant 
memory,*’ and he couldn't help comparing in his mind their great parades with the similar 
Nazi exhibitions under Hitler, But the Communists, he found, were quite offended by such a 
comparison, 


On the political side he discovered that all Asiatics, whether Communist or not, 
want the UN to quit Korea, Russia has been able to use the Korean War to convince all 
Asiatics of the imperialistic designs of America, and so hatred of America is a very general 
sentiment among them, He studied carefully the reports that were handed out at the Congress 


»y sessions on GI atrocities in Korea, and came to the conclusion that most of the evidence was 


phony. In regard to the charge of germ warfare he is equally contemptuous, ‘*The report is 
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based on hearsay evidence, furnished solely by North Korean and Chinese authorities on ex- J 
tremely suspect premises,"’ 


He is himself a Roman Catholic, and attended mass several times while in Peking, 
The one official visit to the Holy Savior Cathedral was carefully managed, with policemen, 
guides, banners, etc, He says, ‘*So many people were taking an unprecedented interest in 
this mass... When such emphasis is laid on liberty, that liberty usually doesn’t exist, 
Liberty does not need to be proved with such fanfare,*’ Twenty nuns were in the church, and 
the mass was sung by four voices in the best Western style, ‘‘During the whole mass camera- 
men worked like madmen.’’ After the mass there was a reception for the delegates in the 
presbytery, with Dr, Hou Wen-yoo, president of Aurora University of Shanghai, present to 
answer questions, After much had been said about the freedom of religion in China, Mr, 
Filion, whose sister had spent 33 years in China and then been expelled, asked the $64, 
question, ‘‘If religion is free in China, how do you explain the fact that thousands of mission- 
aries have been thrown in prison and expelled in the most ignominious manner?’’ Dr, Hou 
jumped to his feet and said, ‘*That’s a very complicated question, It would take lhiours to 
make it clear, We will call you all here in a few days to discuss it at greater length,’’ But 
they were never invited back, 


Mr. Filion thinks that the West is following the wrong policy regarding China, He 
thinks their ties with Russia are not so close but that they might be loosened by a wise long- 
range policy. In particular he recommends trade with China as a method of overcoming the 
present isolation. 


He concludes the series with this bit of advice to missionaries: ‘*It is no longer 
good enough to open dispensaries, hospitals, orphanages and schools, colleges and uni- 
versities to attract pagans to the church, While you are caring for their bodies and cultivating 
their minds, social forces are working against you. The preaching of the gospel! must be 
accompanied by the proclamation of social justice.’’ « 3 


But he has faith in the ultimate outcome, The real lron Curtain is not the closing 
of frontiers, but a philosophy incompatible with Christianity, ‘ta new church, whose heart 
and head are in the Kremlin, But we know that this church does not possess, as the other one 
does, the promise of endurance.”’ 


NEW BOOKS 


Harpers has announced that Olin Stock well’s book With God in Red China will appear 
on April 29, It is an account of his spiritual experience while a prisoner in a Communist 
prison in Chungking, I am told that Marguerite Harmon Bro, who has edited the book for 
Harpers, is enthusiastic about it and predicts that it will become a non-fiction bestseller, 


The April 1953 number of the Intemational Review of Missions has a four page review 
by Charles West of the Brandt, Schwarz and Fairbank book, A Documentary History of Chinese 


Communism (Harvard Press $7.50), which was mentioned in the last Bulletin. The book is a 


study of the Chinese Communist Party line, from a severely objective point of view, The 
Marx-Lenin-Stalin foundation of Chinese Communism is clearly shown, and the false hopes of 
the West on this point come, as West says, ‘‘from the period of Kuomintang-Communist co- 
operation during the war and immediately after it, from the mild and often constructive reforms 
of the Yenan government, and from the apparently independent thought and moderate tone of 
Mao Tse Tung’s writing, especially The New Democracy and On Coalition Government.’’ 


West suggests that this book, excellent as it is, needs to be supplemented by a com- 
panion volume, **prepared from Christian sources, giving not official documents, but case. 
records of the encounter of Chinese people in all walks of life with Communism - their reason- 
ing, their reactions and their final adjustment, *’ 


» 
X= 2 <_ Josua Sommarstrom, formerly with the Swedish Missionary Society in Wuchang, has 
written in Swedish Missionen och Kommunismen, which is reviewed in the April IRM, He was 
in China until July 1951, and thinks he was able to detect a waning enthusiasm for the Commu- 


ig. nist regime among the youth, due to the prevailing mistrust and fear, 

en, 

in Dr. J. W. Decker reviews in the same magazine Outerbridge’s The Lost Churches of 
China, which was mentioned in the Bulletin for Nov. 17, 1952. Outerbridge deals with the five 

and missionary approaches to China, the first two Nestorian, the third and fourth the earlier and the 

era- more recent Roman Catholic approach, and the fifth modern Protestant approach, The author 

e gives five causes (as listed by Decker) for the failure of our missionary effort: 1, Use of political 

O force to gain its ends, 2, The foreignness of the religion, 3. Failure to use China's cultural 


heritage. 4. Failure to propagate Christianity’s inner dynamic, 5. The disunity of Christians, 
The reviewer, while admitting the force of these criticisms, does not consider them as a whole 


sion- responsible for the present situation, He raises his own query, based on this history, as follows;- 
1 ‘Can missionary Ch.istianity, relying solely on its methods of evangelism, persuasion, education 
) and witness through service ever win, in the face of an age-old and highly developed civilization 
But with a well-thought-out and entrenched culture, fully embodied in established institutions? It 


must be confessed that historically we have had as yet no demonstration that it can be done,’ 


lle Mrs, James Endicott’s account of her recent trip to China will be published on May | 
27 under the title Five Stars Over China, 
the 


Allan and Gordon’s The Scalpel, the Sword is a biography of Dr. Norman Bethune, a 
Canadian surgeon who joined the Communist forces in China, and died while healing wounded 
guerillas in 1939. (Little, Brown, and Co, 1952, $5.00) 


ating Eugene Powers Boardman has written Christian Influence upon the Ideology of the 

Taiping Rebellion, 1851-1864. (Madison, Univ. of Wis, Press, 1952, $2.00) John Foster, in 
_ , 4 review in the April IRM, considers it an excellent piece of historical research, but not so 
jeliable in its religious interpretation, 


Edward Hunter’s Brain Washing in Red China has been translated into Chinese and 
published in Hong Kong by the Orient Publishing Co. under the title Hsi Nao, 


Rewi Alley has written a little book entitled Yo Banfa (There is a Way), the point of 
which is to show that in the new China the old hopeless cry of Mei-yo Ban-fa (No Way) has now 
been changed to Yo Ban-fa, - We have a way; it can be done. It is for sale through the China 
Monthly Review, 160 Yenan Road E, Shanghai O, China, for $1.00 per copy, 


pear 
MISSIONARY _NEWS 
Miss Eva Spicer (LMS, Ginling College) has since leaving China been per in 
Nigeria, Recently she has been very ill with pneumonia and paratyphoid fever, and has been 
view flown back to England, where she is convalescing at the home of her sister, 
inese 
is a ee The British Missionary Societies East Asia Committee has published a report on the 
; location of ex-China missionaries as of January |, 1953. In April 1949 there was a total of 1298 
es of British missionaries in China, 460 men, 390 wives, and 448 single women, On January | of 
‘o- this year these were distributed as follows: 
aT: Deceased 20 Indonesia 9 
, Retired 159 Siam 33 
No Longer in church work 224 Burma 5 
naeie In church work in Britain 427 India, Pakistan, Ceylon 59 
Hongkong 69 Africa (with Madagascar) 54 
Bree Formosa 3! West Indies 7 
Malaya 119 Other Fields 13 
Japan 31 Other work 


3 2 Philippines 15 Total 


a 
1298 


